


THE GREAT ATLANTIC FALL, 2002

2

were off. Cedar Point’s John Foster led the way at the first windward mark as he would at each subsequent mark followed by a
pack consisting of Joe Olson, Hank Mergenthaler, and both Norm Pecks. While Foster looked like a runaway in the early stages
of the race, Joe Olson showing his years of skill would narrow the interval to just seconds. On the last beat, Olson initiated a
tacking duel with Foster, reaching deep into his bag of tricks and pulling a fake tack on John. Able to gain separation from the
leader, Joe closed the gap at their next meeting, gained an edge and won with Foster second, Peck III third, Peck Jr. fourth and
Mergenthaler fifth. The Reichhelm boat was buried down in 12th position.

After downing our lunches on the easy ride back to the starting line, we were ready for Race 2 where the wind had backed a bit to
the south and had freshened some under now sunny skies. Sensing what could turn out to be a sprint, Race Committee opted to
keep us stretched out by keeping the legs at two miles. Halfway up the first beat, a leftward shift rewarded boats that had gone
for the pin end of the starting line. No one was further leveraged to that side than the Reichhelms. With an ever shifting gang in
hot pursuit, George and Scott covered their pursuers to the finish for a win followed by Peck Jr. second, Peck III third, Chris
Judson fourth and Hank Mergenthaler fifth. Olson, the morning’s winner, was on the lifted side of the shift and finished 7th after
climbing back from being down deep.

As protest hearings resulting from a few bumper-boat incidents in the second race wound down, the masses chewed to their
heart’s content on barbecued chicken and ribs while being serenaded by the folksy music of Wild Bill Corney, Cape Cod’s version
of Jimmy Buffett. If folks ever wondered what they’d get if you crossed Arvid Brandstrom with an acoustic guitar and a Hawaiian
shirt, that night they got their answer. We retired early in anticipation of the next day’s predicted aggressive weather with the
leader board showing the two Pecks tied with six points apiece, followed by Foster and Olson, each with eight points, and
Mergenthaler fifth with 10 points.

Friday’s 14-16 knot northeasterly had just enough east in it to work up a rolling sea as it fetched down the Sound. With outhauls,
travelers, and backstays being worked furiously to keep boats flat and fast, crews had their work cut out for them over the two
mile beat. This time the right side paid off first time up. While the fleet headed left toward shore to evade a foul tide, Chris
Wittstock rolled the dice and tacked for the middle of the Sound. A major rightward shift left him able to cross the fleet and round
the top mark first followed by most of the usual suspects. Ah, but what Lady Luck gives only makes other boats mad at you and
this case was no exception as the Reichhelms were the first among others to catch Chris. Ultimately, A-142’s lead was eclipsed
by Peck III who got the bullet followed by the Reichhelms, Foster, and Peck Jr. in second, third and fourth, respectively.
Wittstock, after sinking to eighth, got mad himself salvaging fifth place for the race.

By now, inquiring minds were starting to ask, “When is Peck the elder going to win one?” With the host club challengers coming
on strong, it was starting to look like Norm III was the real threat to extending Niantic’s hold on the Nationals trophy. With three
races to go, wise heads new it was way too early to start handicapping any boat.

With the wind holding steady at 60-61 degrees and with a stronger tide, Friday’s second race posed challenges of keeping boats
dry and upright as well as in contention. Again, a general recall was needed to calm the wild horses in us and off we went. Foster
found the afterburner and the advantaged left corner first as he often does in easterlies to power up the port tack layline into first
place, a lead he would hold to the finish. Playing leapfrog behind him for the duration were Mergenthaler second, the Reichhelms
third, Peck Jr. fourth and Sean O’Connor and Stephen Fisk co-skippering A-133 in fifth. Peck III would turn in his worst finish of
the series, a sixth.

That evening we were treated to some of the sweetest lobsters we can recall in Nationals clambake history. And if you hadn’t
gotten enough rocking and rolling on the water, the sounds of the Doug Latour Band gave us ample dance music to get up and
stretch muscles that had been in crouching positions for two days. As the revelers danced the night away, the standings showed
Foster leading with 12 points, Peck III with 13 points, Peck Jr. 14 points, followed by Mergenthaler and the Reichhelms at 18
points apiece. With two races to go and a possible throw-out, nobody was walking away with this year’s title.

Saturday morning saw the wind almost dead east and still strong enough to keep things generally soggy and the bailing buckets
active. Mercifully Race Committee shaved the legs to 1.5 miles in length, still a drain for crews already weary from two grueling
days of racing. Foster wasted no time in establishing his lead early holding on for the win with Peck Jr. second, Peck III third, the
Reichhelms fourth, and Olson fifth. With ample time and wind for another race, all in the running realized that the throw-out was
going to perform its voodoo in influencing the outcome of the series. At the end of five races, Foster was ahead with 13 points,
the two Pecks at 16 points apiece, then the Reichhelms with 22 points but a big 12 points to throw-out from their first race finish.
That was it; it was a four-boat race, no one else was close. End it now and Foster wins; go a sixth race and watch the fireworks.

Now, on an easterly with an incoming tide, who would’ve thought that a committee-boat start would advantage the Reichhelms?
Who would’ve thought that Foster, having perfected converting two pin-end starts into bullets, would try again and fail, finishing
three boats behind that race’s winner? Who would’ve thought that after not having won one of the first five races, Norm Jr. would
finally get the lead and then relinquish it? Who would’ve thought that it was Steven Jay’s and Charlie Langalis’s birthday that day?
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Nobody!!! The picture was clear: regardless of throw-out distortions, each of the top four boats had to win the last race in order to
win the series.

The Reichhelms ultimately prevailed after clawing their way up from third, needing the first three legs to grind down Wittstock and
overtake Peck Jr. who finished second. Finishing third was Peck III followed by Foster in fourth and Mergenthaler fifth. At the end
of the day and the series, the Reichhelms and Foster were tied following their tossing out of a 12th and 6th place finish respectively.
In an outcome no bookmaker would have given odds on, each boat had two wins, a second, a third and a fourth. But with A-142
having finished the last race ahead of A-140, George and Scott won the tiebreaker. As 2002 Champions, they take their 10th

Nationals win, their third in the last five years.

VIGNETTES

1) Man, were those starting lines crowded! Twenty-seven boats in this year’s field—nine more than last year—kept our hands full
trying to remain calm in heavy traffic. A couple of general recalls were proof of more than a few frisky skippers in our midst.

2) Can’t ever remember the Race Committee work being better or easier. While the man upstairs sent the wind, Ted Fontelieu
and Paul Iffland, joined by Charlaine Fontelieu and Dee Kantor gave us six, count ‘em, six races with square lines and fair
headings. This will have been the first of many Nationals to come where marks and pins were set with liberal use of the GPS-
equipped committee boats.

3) Veteran chase boat driver Bernie Dorogusker had some interesting company helping him set marks this year. Patty Jackson,
former owner of A-127 with hubby Bob Jackson, won the long distance award trekking up from the Deep South to be in on the
action.

4) How about those 2 mile legs?!! See what kind of fun we can have with steady breeze over three days?!! When it was over,
competitors had sailed 52.5 half miles over six days to reach to the finish. Given the conditions, minimal breakdowns over the
duration attested to how well we’ve been maintaining our boats.

5) After an idle 2001, protest committees worked overtime this year to resolve several “bumper boat” incidents, mostly at mark
roundings and laylines and all due more to our eagerness and willingness to risk it rather than misjudging strong tides or tricky
currents. Ahhhh, the rites of summer.

6) Nice to see Cold Spring boats back on the line again. A-56, Tara, helmed by Doug May, made her first appearance in several
years along with a former CPYC boat A-63 skippered by Drew Mendelsohn. Familiar faces Ward Campbell and Gerald Diduck
were missed; hope to see them for the 75th.

7) Though we had two Cold Spring boats in the field, we had a third Cold Spring skipper with us as Steven Jay, helmsman of the
popular A-22, Veuve Cliquot, crewed for the home team’s Arvid Brandstrom on A-9, a boat with an equally difficult name to
pronounce.

8) This year’s fleet sported three lady drivers. Cedar Point’s troika of Billie Lauricella, Georgie Silk and Kerry Dawson showed
speed, poise and competitive resolve in all sea and wind conditions. We’ve been talking about this so long, it doesn’t hurt to get
‘beat by a girl’ anymore. Out there, we’re all sailors.

9) Master skipper and Class statesman, Joe Olson, added another Nationals triumph to his collection by winning the first race
after stalking the youngster, John Foster, on the final beat. Crew Kim Stevens and Ed Whitney help Joe, 89, push his A-128
“Three Belles” to fifth place overall, another impressive accomplishment in a lifetime of achievement.

10) The new boats and their skippers, Ron Marsilio and Dick Morris on A-144 and A-145 respectively, showed their stuff with
Ron taking 15th in his first Nationals outing and Dick, 18th, a notable improvement from his days with A-109.

11) Food, food, glorious food! No complaints here with the plump sandwiches by day and the tasty and gracious offerings by
night. Red and white wines to wash it all down were a nice touch by event organizers.

12) We liked the recognition of race winners each night. Harken and The Boat Locker’s keeper “bullet awards” were a welcome
change from the boxes of glassware CPYC achievers have collected.

13) The big screen video was high tech’s contribution to the entertainment agenda keeping diners entranced Thursday night.
We’re not sure how Wild Bill Corney feels about that but at least you had your choice of audio or video that night.
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14) Friday night, the rocking sounds of the Doug Latour band let revelers leave scorch marks on the dance floor. Racers take
note, three of the band members were also crew. Mark Foster, Dave Foster and Greg Titsworth showed extraordinary stamina
playing into the night then popping up the next day to pull strings on A-140, A-102 and A-133 respectively----all top ten finishers!!!!!

15) It seems that one secret to going fast is to bring your family aboard. Three of the top five finishers, including the champion
and runner up, sailed with at least one family member aboard. The other two boats in the top five sailed with such long-time crew,
they might as well have been family. Given the progeny of the up and comers, looks like things could be crowded at the top in a
few years--------and we can’t wait.

16) If you’ve ever questioned the utility of the throw-out provision, this year’s outcome shows the unintended flaw of the rule.
George Reichhelm is correct, had it not been for the throw-out, John Foster instead of he would be champion after having sailed
to identical finishes otherwise. Let’s give the Rules Committee something to think about this winter.

17) And as long as we’re talking about statistical curiosities, how about Norm Peck III, taking 3rd overall for the second
consecutive year, with the same number of points, 13.

18) Finally, just when you think you’ve seen it all, along come the Reichhelms' and Foster in a flat-footed tie that wasn’t decided
until the final race. It will be quite awhile before we again see the top two boats with two firsts, a second, a third and a fourth. Yet,
this is why we race and why we keep coming back year after year.

2002 Atlantic National Results

Place Sail# Skipper Club Boat Name R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 Tot
1 142 George Reichhelm CPYC Shucks -12 1 2 3 4 1 11
2 140 John Foster CPYC Thistle 2 -6 3 1 1 4 11
3 137 Norman Peck III NBYC Nonesuch 3 3 1 -6 3 3 13
4 130 Norman Peck, Jr. NBYC Miss April -4 2 4 4 2 2 14
5 128 Joseph Olson CPYC Three Belles 1 7 10 8 5 -20 31
6 133 Sean O'Connor CPYC Spirit 7 8 -9 5 9 8 37
7 141 Chris Judson NBYC Faith 10 4 7 11 7 -12 39
8 139 Hank Mergenthaler CPYC Nevermore 5 5 -6 2 28\DNE 5 45
9 16 David Polsky CPYC Savvy 3.0 13 9 8 -26 11 7 48
10 102 James Doyle CPYC Rival -16 10 13 14 6 9 52
11 25 Chris Wittstock CPYC Carin 3 -8 28\DNE 5 7 8 6 54
12 136 Hal Peatfield NBYC Au Revoir 6 -18 12 9 18 16 61
13 110 Georgie Silk Liggett CPYC Bucephalus 11 -17 11 12 17 11 62
14 9 Arvid Brandstrom CPYC Helan Gar 9 16 14 13 14 -18 66
15 144 Ron Marsilio CPYC Patriot 14 15 17 -19 12 13 71
16 108 Alec Wilbanks CPYC Dragon 17 12 (28\DNS) 10 20 14 73
17 2 Charles Langalis CPYC Brute 15 14 16 18 16 -25 79
18 145 Dickie Morris NBYC Liberty -21 19 15 21 10 15 80
19 96 Malcolm Robinson III CPYC Excalibur 19 13 -21 15 19 17 83
20 38 Billie Lauricella CPYC Allegro -24 24 20 20 13 10 87
21 29 Richard Child CPYC Ghost 22 22 22 16 15 -23 97
22 56 Doug May CSHBC Tara -25 21 19 23 22 19 104
23 129 Marty Silbersweig CPYC Elan 20 25 23 17 23 -26 108
24 115 David Wyllie NBYC Raider 18 20 -25 24 24 24 110
25 104 Michael O'Neill CPYC Yoda -27 23 18 22 25 22 110
26 63 Drew Mendelsohn CSHBC Double Helix -26 26 24 25 21 21 117
27 111 Kerry Dawson CPYC Cybele II 23 11 (28\DNS) 28\DNS 28\DNS 28\DNS 118
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Comments from the Top 4
A glance at the results tells the story of the 2002 Nationals -
- one of the closest series ever. In points, a tie for first, 3rd

place only two points from first and 4th place just three points
from first. The top four finishers share their thoughts below
on the regatta and other important issues facing the Class.

1. What was the formula for success at this year's
Nationals?

George: A lot of luck and the throw out (which I am dead
set against, forever!!)

John: Get a clear start, move the boat in the slop and sail
the shifts. Keep out of trouble and cover, cover, cover (we
forgot this in Race 1).

Norm III: Great crew, stiff breezes, boat prep, sail/tuning
combo finally on target, great wife.

Norm Jr.: I don’t know whether 4th place is success but
three points out of 1st is. We’ll spend the next year thinking
more about what we could’ve, should’ve done than what we
did. Why did we tack away from 142 when leading the last
race? Because there was more wind on the left the last
time up and down. I guess we should have stayed with 142.

2. How, if at all, did your strategy overall strategy
change throughout the series?

George: Strategy did not change; it was always: try to be
first, try to be first, try to be first.

John: The first day was different with the wind out of the
southwest and we sailed it looking for a port tack lift on the
left side. The next two days with shifty northeast wind was
quite different. We looked for more wind outside and sailed
the lifts.

Norm III: No change.

Norm Jr.: No, we continued to try to win right up to the very
end.

3. Any comments/advice as to your strategy on the
starting line throughout the regatta?

George: Fight for clear air; if it's not available at the favored
end, fight for the middle.

John: We avoided the ends in most races to find a clear
spot nearer the boat end of the line.

Norm III: No change; went for clear air anywhere.

Norm Jr.: Front line at start with boat speed puts us racing
against 10 boats instead of 27, is a suggestion.

4. Please comment on the sea and wind conditions at
this year's Nationals. Can you offer any advice as to
how to maintain maximum boat speed in the lumpy
conditions encountered? Advice on how to deal with
the 10-30+ degree shifts?

George: Wind conditions were higher than I like, but we
seemed to do well in them. As to maintaining maximum
speed, traveler, traveler, traveler. As to ten-thirty degree
wind shifts, I didn't see many - tack on headers!

John: We powered up into the slop, jib car forward, eased
the foot of the main a bit then shifted settings on starboard
to flatten the sails. The wind shifts were critical in this series,
more so than I have seen in that direction. We talked about
direction all the time.

Norm III: Sail fat on the lumpy tack, check wind before the
race and keep tactician awake.

Norm Jr.: The best way to sail in bumps is don’t bump. Try
and use the wave to push you to weather then try to angle
the entry of the next wave to slide on the backside of it. I
think this is one of the rare series that have had six races
without wind delay accompanied by 6-12 knots, very nice.

5. Teamwork is extremely important. Explain how your
crew operates during a race.

George: Scott tells me what to do and I do it. If you've got a
good girl to fly the spinnaker, you're in good shape

John: Thurston (Hartford) ran the front end & made the
spinnaker decisions. Mark (Foster) handled the mainsheet
& was tactician. Ed (Rickard) did the foredeck & helped with
everything to make things work. We together worked very
well.

Norm III: All crew interchangeable (each can do any job).
Main sheet man does traveler and is second one to hike.
Skipper does back stay. Foredeck man does jib, cleanup,
set up, pre-race jokes, first to hike. Tactician does jib,
gathers shute, talks a lot, last one to hike, boom-vang, out-
haul, cunningham and jib lead.

Norm Jr.: Teamwork is the name of the game on 130. The
crew has been together almost 20 years and work in their
sleep. They are highly paid, all know what to do and want to
win. They keep trying even when way down in position.

6. Did you purchase new sails this year? If so, from
who? How often do you purchase new sails?
Comments on performance?

George: Yes, we bought a new main from North at the
beginning of the season. Performance seems to be Ok.

John: A new jib just before the Nationals and a new
spinnaker last fall. We replace jibs every year or two, mains
every 3 years and spinnakers 3 to 4 years. All our sails are
from North. I could not ask for better sails, but I always ask!!


