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(Foster’s Corner, continued)

Three leading sailmakers provided
the class with spinnakers of their
design for testing and evaluation
under racing conditions during the
summer of 1964. Each of the new
designs had larger mid-girth
dimensions while holding to the
original leach dimension. There was
wide acceptance of the new design
and the Class voted to approve the
Rules Committee recommendations
to adopt the new design. As a result,
the current dimension tolerances
were established and the cloth
considerations developed. The
current design, while not easy to fly in
light winds, has served the class well
these many years.

Now, scroll forward to the
experimental design. With Bill
Healy’s leadership, the Committee
has considered whether we could
find a better design taking advantage
of newer technology that could result
in a superior chute at less cost. The
resulting experimental chute sure
looks different! The leach length is
12 inches longer than the current
chute and the girth dimensions 24-
inches narrower up top and about 4
inches narrower at the mid-girth.

Following a season of limited use in
actual races, the Rules Committee
decided at their September 26th

meeting that the performance of the
experimental spinnaker was not
significantly different from that of the
current design and that a change
was not justified at this time.

Does that mean that we have wasted
time and money on this trial effort?
Not at all. In my judgement we
should keep exploring ways to make
the Atlantic more fun for more
sailors, to study ways to modernize
the boats and to reduce the cost of
ownership. Just as long as we keep
the boats as one-design as possible,
we should continue to develop ideas.

(Nationals, continued)

Thursday

A wispy southerly increased to 5-8 knots and we were off. At about noon,
Doragusker was sent off 1.8 miles to set up a windward mark and the first of a
regatta consisting of five leg windward-leeward races was begun in slack tide.
Much of the fleet went off on port tack soon after starting and Foster seemed to be
fastest arriving at the windward mark just ahead of Peck Senior and Reichhelm.
Peck gybed almost immediately (about which more later) and this turned out to be
a great move. He was first at the takedown mark and was never headed after that.
The wind had lessened during the race to a mere wisp and Fontelieu called it a day.

On Thursday night, we were treated to a real New England Clambake with smoked
bluefish, cherrystone clams, chowder, lobster and corn with all the fixings. Thanks
to Hal Peatfield for finding enough beds to house an exhausted group of sailors
after the first of three long days.

Friday

Pretty much the same conditions as on Thursday but this time Foster's boat speed
carried him to the top improving over his drop to fifth in the first race. Reichhelm
again took second with senior Peck third. Willbanks in #108 had gotten another 4th
to match his 4th in the first race.

Fontelieu got off another one in similar air. Mergenthaler won, Foster was second,
Reichhelm third then Peck. On Friday night, Peck and Reichhelm were tied in
points, Foster a point behind and Mergenthaler waiting for any of the above to
falter.

Friday night was "Grillnight" at the club and the sailors loaded up on chicken, steak,
salmon, veggies and salad. A few went off in search of some nightlife but the rest
went to bed.

Saturday

Saturday gave us the first northerly of the regatta. Reichhelm was a point ahead
and Foster was tied with Peck. A northerly at 8-12 knots set in from compass
setting 040 at slackish tide. Reichhelm rounded the first mark in command. Slowly
and steadily, Peck made major gains downwind, coming back from eighth place at
the first mark, to ultimately pass Reichhelm on the final leg to win a pivotal race in
their series victory. Foster finished a disastrous fifteenth and Norman the Younger
Peck finished third and was gaining momentum.

A final race was run in the same conditions but now with a strong tide over the
starting line. Peck and Reichhelm were tied in points with Peck ahead on a
tiebreaker. Despite warnings from Fontelieu, several boats were over the line.
These included Foster and Reichhelm. There were now two ways of playing the
situation for the Cedar Point boats: hopeful or desperate. Foster took the former
route and the Reichhelm brain trust chose the latter. Mergenthaler was first around
every mark to win the fifth and final race. Peck the Younger chased him all the way
and finished second. After rounding the first mark in ninth, Foster worked hard for
a third place finish. Peck Senior was eleventh around the first mark with Reichhelm
right behind. All Peck had to do was cover. Peck finished the race in fifth with
Reichhelm a disastrous eleventh.
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So, in the end, Peck won by 6 points
but with the throwout allowed after
the fifth race, a tie with Reichhelm
had to be broken. Peck had won two
races and George none so with the
tiebreaker, Peck still had it. Foster
was two points behind, Peck the
Younger two points behind Foster
and Mergenthaler, despite two firsts,
was five points behind that.

Peck Senior regained the
championship in an extremely
competitive series to win his 11th

National Championship title!

VIGNETTES

1. Diane Peck Rothman was all
over the place on shore,
smoothing things over while
sailing all day with Dad.

2. Dick Eadie renamed "Miss April"
"The Bushel" alluding to Dave,
Diane and brother Tom on
board - all Pecks.

3. Tom, in fact, reversed disaster
when brother Norman in the first
race pulled a sudden gybe at
the first windward mark. Tom
was flipped over the side and
did a strongman trick by
grabbing the spinnaker pole and
flipping himself back on board.

4. John Foster said "Biggest and
best lunch sandwiches at any
Nationals". We've come a long
way since "Flaky Puffs".
(Thanks to Debbi Morris and her
team for rising early each day to
prepare such a feast!)

5. Good to see Hal Peatfield back
in the series after his recent
absences. The Healys stayed
home, however.

6. Friday's 2nd race unforgettable
at the finish because of the tide.
Some boats tacked three or four
times to finally make the line.

7. No kelp this year. The result of cutting back the Millstone nuclear plant?

8. In the absence of George Clay and son Eric, Mergenthaler recruited Gerard
Feddema from Holland. Obviously did him some good.

9. Sean O'Connor, our resident shark, ran the pool table at the Lyme Tavern
again. Got no betting takers this time.

10. At the awards ceremony, Reichhelm said Scott began crewing for him at age
5. Peck Senior countered that David began at age 4. Peck the Younger
obviously teethed on a hiking stick.

11. All in all, this was a beautifully run regatta with extremely close racing and
great shore events to start the new millenium.

The Fleet Prepares to Start at the 2000 Nationals

O’Connor’s A-133 “threads the needle” between Diduck’s A-1 & O’Neil’s A-104


