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from tacking for the start. 130 managed to inch just far enough ahead of 142 to finally tack. The boats started head-to-head and
it was a drag race to the finish. Peck Jr. needed only to finish ahead of Reichhelm for the victory. Peck Jr. finished second and
Reichhelm was fourth.

Norm Peck III finished third overall. After a slow start on day one, Peck III notes that “Arvid Brandstrom gave a good effort in trying
to keep my crew out ‘til 3 am singing that Swedish song. He didn’t realize that my crew does their best when they feel their worst.”
With finishes of 12, 6, 1, 3 and 3 respectively, Peck III may just have something!

With a win in the final race, Chris Judson of Niantic Bay was fourth overall. The win was his first ever in the Nationals, but keep
an eye on him because it will not be his last.

Hank Mergenthaler rounded out the top five with finishes of 5, 12, 8, 1 and 5. Son Eric returned to the team this year along with
George Clay and Henry Backe.

Georgianna Silk, sailing with husband Larry Liggett, Jim Graham and Sharon Bernd, won the award for being the highest placing
first time Nationals skipper. With finishes of 9, 4, 6, 5 and 8, Silk finished sixth overall.

Niantic Bay’s Atlantic Fleet is small but mighty both on and off the water. On-shore festivities were once again a hit. These
included Lasagna night, Grill night, Lobster night (did you taste those clams casino??), Steak night and the best regatta lunches
anywhere! Led by Diane Rothman, Dick & Debbi Morris and a cast of club volunteers, the Niantic Bay Yacht Club hosted a very
successful event.

And of course, we would be remiss is we did not thank Ted Fontelieu who made his way down the Sound with sidekick Bernie
Dorogusker, to chair the Race Committee. With winds of variable strengths and directions and the current a constant
consideration, Ted delivered a fair and memorable series.

After two years in Niantic, the Nationals will head back to Cedar Point in 2002. Rumors are spreading already that they’ll be thirty
boats on the line……

VIGNETTES
The event in Niantic actually began with the incident in the mooring basin just as the Cedar Point tow China Blue came into the
bay. There, as though arranged for the amusement of the Cedar Point tow was the spectacle of a sailboat, Locura, under power,
weaving in and out of the boats in the anchorage trying to elude no less than: 2 DEP boats, the East Lyme Police boat, a Coast
Guard "rubber ducky" and eventually a Coast Guard cutter, all in hot pursuit.

Norm Peck, The More Senior, attempted to rendezvous with some of the Cedar Point boats under sail and slightly ahead of the
main tow. For much of the trip there was only 1/4 to 1/2 mile visibility. However, he made radio contact with A-2 and A-133, the 2
yachts cast off from one of the Cedar Point tows, for whom he was searching. Just as that radio contact ended, he was hailed by
A-85 just off Hamonasset Point. "Can you pick us up, too?" hailed a plaintiff voice. They apparently left Cedar Point the day
before, and, just like the "old days" [before everybody had tow boats] set sail up the Sound toward Niantic Bay.

A-29 found their way to their assigned mooring without incident. Picked up by the whaler for transport to the dock, it was noted
that Skipper Child and inveterate crew, Brandstrom had sufficient supplies aboard for an extended voyage at sea. Food and
several bottles of wine were mostly contained in a 120 gallon cooler, the contents of which would have been the envy of a Park
Avenue caterer for a modest party of twenty or so. Vintage port, Scotch and other vitals were amongst their personal gear.

A-111, at the leeward pin of the last race was observed to jibe in tidy fashion around the pin, where upon they hardened up onto a
beat...except that their pole and spinnaker were still on the first jibe as they approached the pin. The comment from Race
Committee personnel on the mark boat was "I suspect this will take some time to sort out."

A-2 may not have been the swiftest yacht, their sail trim not always as it should have been; however, Charlie and the "Lan-gals"
were certainly amongst the best-looking at the regatta.

The "courtesy gun" before the prep signal kept starting line nerves cool. Some of us who'd gotten used to the 5-minute sequence
during the summer simply read another chapter 'til the five-minute gun. Kudos to savvy RC Chair Ted Fontelieu for this 'traffic
calming' aspect.

Bonfires on the beach Friday and Saturday night were the perfect ending to a hard day of racing. Local nightspots that had
stocked up the week before were at a loss to explain the absence of reliably thirsty sailors. We may try this one in Westport next
year.

We missed even token representation from the Cold Springers this year. Stalwart Gerald Diduck was off closing on a Texas
home sale making this the first year in many that the Series was a two-club event.
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Home team boat Atlantic 45 was seen going for a couple of sails over the three-day event--usually after the Nationals fleet had
returned to port from the day's racing. Can someone give them a schedule so they can start putting in an appearance the same
time as the rest of us?!!

Our chef hats go off to Dickie Morris who, after helming "Fireboss" all three days, had the reserve of strength and ample good
cheer to stoke the grills and tend to the sumptuous food that came thereof.

Are we getting nicer or are we simply not as daring as we used to be? On-the-water exoneration of minor fouls kept the Protest
Committee out of business for the entire Series.

North Sails rep Ched Proctor's chalk talk after Day 1's racing was a new and well-attended item on this year's off-water program.
While it was great to get perspectives from skippers as to what made them go fast, hopefully in the future the wind gods will
provide us with a few more knots of breeze to enhance the benefit of these discussions.

On the tows up and back, Norman Jr. and his mighty Squire provided the horsepower to help get the Cedar Pointers to Niantic as
well as giving them a head start home, thus reviving an old tradition of handing off tows from one club to the other at the midpoint
of these 10 hour passages.

Overstuffed sandwiches, again the centerpiece of our on-the-water lunches prompts some crews to ponder when their hometown
skippers will do the same for them, ahem.

Videos, photographers, cameramen, helicopters----visual coverage of the Nationals gets better every year. All we need now is
commentary from Gary Jobson wearing an ESPN jacket!

We'll comment on the obvious for the not so clued in: Chris Judson, A-141, has arrived! Not-too-distant memory recalls the boat
not completing many Series due to crew shortages, breakdowns, etc. but doing very well when making it to the line. Though he's
always had our respect, we've always wondered "Where would he finish if he got in five good races?" Well this year Chris
showed us in unambiguous fashion helming "Faith" to fourth place overall.

Georgie Silk, showing there's room for the dames at the top, pushed her A-110, including her quiet, humble, patient,
understanding husband crew Larry Liggett to sixth place for the Series.

The enlarged trophy is starting to take on the appearance of hockey's towering Stanley Cup. Norman Jr. advises all future cup
holders that you'll need to demolish some cabinets in order to create a proper display area.

While the number of visiting Cedar Point boats was down from historical levels, Westport skippers were in abundant as crew with
Arvid Brandstrom, Jim Doyle and Bob Torok all pulling strings for fellow CPYC helmsmen.

This year's Most Guest Crew Rebate goes to Cedar Point's Mike O'Neill whose list of names ran on for two pages. Just think; if
this tradition keeps up, after 20 more years, the Class will have put on an entire Nationals for free.

The crew chartering A-133 led by Stephen Fisk, turned out to be this year's dark horse. With some good finishes early on, this
brat-pack of centerboarders were vying with the veterans for a top slot. Not heeding the wisdom of racing with a clean bottom,
the youngsters stumbled in the last two races yet impressed us all with their spirit and potential, finishing seventh overall in their
first attempt.

With Niantic's famous tides, differential calculus was a requirement for setting a starting line. RC Chairman Ted Fontelieu
submitted "With 600 feet of line and nearly two knots of current, the trick is figuring out where the pin is going to settle once the
anchor is tossed overboard." Folks, sometimes we don't realize how good we've got it.
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2001 Atlantic National Results

Throw out race scored as 0 points.

Sail # Boat Name Club Skipper R1 Pts. R2 Pts. R3 Pts. R4 Pts. R5 Pts. R6 Pts. Tot. Pos
130 Miss April NBYC Norm Peck Jr 1 1 1 1 3 3 7 0 2 2 7 1
142 Shucks CPYC Scott Reichhelm 2 2 2 2 4 4 2 2 4 0 10 2
137 Nonesuch NBYC Norm Peck III 12 0 6 6 1 1 3 3 3 3 13 3
141 Faith NBYC Chris Judson 4 4 11 11 2 2 DNS 0 1 1 18 4
139 Nevermore CPYC Hank Mergenthaler 5 5 12 0 8 8 1 1 5 5 19 5
110 Bucephalus CPYC Georgie Silk 9 0 4 4 6 6 5 5 8 8 23 6
133 Spirit CPYC Stephen Fisk 3 3 5 5 7 7 10 10 10 0 25 7
25 Carin III CPYC Chris Wittstock 8 8 3 3 10 0 8 8 6 6 25 8
108 Challenger II(65) CPYC George Wilbanks WD 0 7 7 12 12 4 4 7 7 30 9
136 Au Revoir NBYC Hal Peatfield 6 6 8 8 5 5 18 0 11 11 30 10
16 Savvy 3.0 CPYC Dave Polsky 11 0 10 10 9 9 9 9 9 9 37 11
2 Brute CPYC Charles Langalis 7 7 9 9 11 11 16 0 12 12 39 12

111 Cybelle CPYC Kerry Dawson 14 14 14 14 17 0 6 6 16 16 50 13
109 Fireboss 3 NBYC Dick Morris 10 10 15 15 16 0 15 15 13 13 53 14
29 Ghost CPYC Dick Child TLE 0 13 13 13 13 14 14 14 14 54 15
104 Yoda CPYC Mike O'Neill 15 15 17 17 14 14 11 11 18 0 57 16
85 Aphrodite CPYC Tom Phillips 16 16 16 0 15 15 12 12 15 15 58 17
115 Raider NBYC David Wyllie 13 13 18 18 19 0 17 17 17 17 65 18
30 Consensus CPYC David Sinclair TLE 17.5 19 19 18 18 13 13 19 0 67.5 19

A-109 Dick Morris A-133 Stephen Fisk A-110 Georgie Silk


